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Dear Friends,
     Greetings in the name of our Lord. We are into
the first week of Lent in 2023.  For us as believers
to observe the 40 days of Lent is to dedicate about
a tenth of a year to self-examination and serious
reflection.  It is patterned after Jesus, right after He
was baptized, the Spirit led him into the wilderness
where he was alone before any public ministry
began.  He, as some would suggest, was reflecting
on what it meant to be Jesus, the Savior of the
world.

During Lent and our time of self-examination and



serious reflection, we get to look into the mirror and see what it is that
we like and want to cultivate and what we don't like and want to work on.  
We can think about the situation where we could leave a message to the
most important people in our lives in twenty five words or less. What
would that message be?  We can reflect on the questions about all the
things that we have done in our lives.  What is the happiest memory?
What is the one thing we would like to do over?

Another question for reflection is that if this were the last day of our life,
what would we want to do with it? To answer questions like these it is to
hear our internal conversations about who we are and who we are
becoming as well as who we are failing to become.  We believe that we
are all works in progress and that God continues to make of us his new
creation.  Regrets can beat us down but they can allow us to learn from
our mistakes.  Learning from our mistakes helps us to grow into
Christlikeness.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday when we recognize our mortality but the
liturgical season ends with the promise of Easter and the victory over sin
and death.  Have a productive Lent and a glorious Easter.

                                                              In Christian love,
                                                              Pastor Chuck

 2



 3

Get Involved
Several new groups and projects have begun during Lent.  Choose one that
matches your interests and get to know the people of your church family.  

Weight Loss Club - Meets on Tuesday evenings at 6 pm.  This is an
informal gathering of fellowship and information
about weight loss.  When the weather gets better a
walking program will be added.  You can join at any
time.

Craft Night - Craft nights will be held on the first
Wednesday of the month beginning at 6 pm.  Late
comers are welcome.  Ending time will be whenever
everyone is finished crafting.  This is an informal
gathering of persons who like to craft.  Sometimes a
craft will be planned for all to do, other times people
can bring in their own crafts to work on during the time,
just for fellowship.

Adopt a Shut-In Adopt a shut in program has no meeting
time.  The first of each month; names,
addresses and phone numbers of shut ins
will be on index cards.  You can pick out
one or more shut ins to contact throughout
the month. 

Clothes 4 U - Clothes 4 U is open the second and fourth
Tuesdays of the month.  Workdays are the Mondays before so
this would be the second and fourth Mondays of the month. 
 Workers usually come in the morning and work until noon.  See
Carol Zelenski for more information.
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March is a month that celebrates and supports reading by all!
                                                                                                               Sally Myers, Chair, Church 

Every day, week, and month, there are hundreds of national and
international celebrations dedicated to raising awareness and support of
meaningful causes. The website GOODGOODGOOD has carefully curated a
fairly comprehensive list of cause-themed holidays and events for each
month. For this March they have included Women’s History Month,
Disability Month and Red Cross Month. Professional Pet Sitters Week and
Creative Arts Therapies Week are just two of the week long celebrations
noted. Special Awareness Days such as National Pig Day on March 1st, Solar
Appreciation Day on the second Friday or Global Recycling Day on March
18th may even seem too serious or frivolous to some.

I tend to always gravitate towards supporting reading in March and in every
other month. As National Reading Month kicks off with Read Across America
Day on March 2nd, children, teachers, parents/caregivers and community
members around the nation come together to read books and celebrate the
joy of reading. But as I plan to do this, I was reminded of one book I read
without needing a special day, week or month. That book is the Bible. Why
do I read the Bible? I find wisdom, guidance and hope in the passages I read.
I take reading the Bible seriously, but I fear others do not.

Maybe a better question posed by Daniel Diffey (a PhD/author at Grand
Canyon University in a May 23, 2019 blog called The Importance of Reading
the Bible) is “why do you not read the Bible?”  He offers “a few reasons why
you should be engaged in the spiritual discipline of Bible reading on a
regular basis and how you can build the habit of regular Bible reading into
your life….Reading the Bible on a regular and consistent basis has several
benefits.

First, the Bible shows us God’s character and provides us God’s revelation
of himself to his people. In each section of the Bible, we see God’s holy,
unchanging, faithful, gracious and loving character.
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March Mission

Our Mission for March is still Undies Sundays.  We are collecting new underwear
for children, teens, women and men for our Clothes 4 U ministry.  Bring in new
underwear and put them in the clothing bins located in the church.  They are
much appreciated by the people who rely on this ministry.

Second, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 when discussing the topic of Scripture says that it is ‘profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training for righteousness’.  The next
verse goes to say that this leads to the completeness and equipping ‘for every good
work’.

Third, regularly reading God’s word reorients our thinking so that we can grow in
maturity, which is part of the Christian calling (Ephesians 4:14-16; Romans 12:1-2).  Have
you ever met a mature Christian who did not regularly read the Bible?

Reading the Bible is a spiritual discipline, which means that we need to be disciplined in
how we approach it.  If you lack the desire to read the Bible, pray and ask that God would
give you a desire for his word.  Then build a time into your day to read scripture and
make this time a priority.  You should then find people to hold you accountable to a
reading plan.  Maybe even start a reading plan with someone.”

My request to you is twofold:  1. Celebrate National Reading Month this March by reading
a book – e.g. your Bible and sharing your studies with others, and 2. Take advantage of
shared reading experiences such as the Friday Bible Study we have at FUMC of BV at 1:00
PM weekly.  Let’s make March a true celebration of reading and modeling that behavior to
all we meet in our daily lives.

Thank you for the sheaf of
wheat and please thank
Wendy Kennedy and the
other ladies for the
delicious food and thanks
to Pastor Chuck for being
so kind and taking such
good care of us.  

Nancy Trombino Family -
Cindy, Kim, Jim, Vince and
families.

Sympathy
Dear First United Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for your
thoughtfulness, prayers and support
during this difficult time.  Your
kindness is much appreciated.

           Sincerely,
           The Christner Family


